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Emperor Kojong was convinced that new western
technologies such as railroads, electricity, streetcars
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and telephones would modernize Chosun and
envisioned that these innovations would be first
installed in Seoul. The emperor believed this
modernization could be done with the help of the

United States. In 1886, he sent the detailed reform
plans to Mr. Foote, the American consul general,
for help from the American government.
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